
Are Pride Parades Social Action?
     This question is certainly a valid one, and a good reminder 
of why we march. The parades are a major PR opportunity for 
us, but for a real reason and not just for a party.

Those parades and street fairs are a chance for us to do 
ministry, reaching folks who have been abused because of 
their orientation or identity, often in the name of religion.  The 
It Gets Better campaign and increasing number of school 

GSAs point towards more acceptance, but negative messages still abound.

For decades, lesbian and gay teens have felt isolated, absent from media portrayals, 
and condemned by institutions and politicians.  Substance abuse among LGBT people is 
double that of the general population, and suicide rates are triple.  The numbers are even 
worse in the transgender community.  And homelessness: approximately 40% of youth 
on the streets are LGBT, many of whom were kicked out of their homes or fled for their 
safety.  Survival sex is a sad fact of life for many of them.

The parades are also not just a celebration of ourselves; many of us tired of that 
ages ago.  Instead we march for others 
who have a shortage of pride, to give 
them a lifeline, a glimmer of hope. 
Many people know vaguely, if at all, of 
our welcoming congregations, of our 
affirming message and inclusive faith.

The recent court decisions give us 
much to celebrate, and a wedding theme 
for our float.  The Dallas extravaganza is 
a regional event, attracting at least 30,000 from all over North Texas, while Ft. Worth's 
is smaller and more approachable.  Our Dallas float will feature happy couples waving 
and tossing garter belts while wedding music blasts away.  (Ft. Worth theme is TBA) 
Walkers (a couple hundred of us!) will hand out wristbands  and carry signs, all as 
Reflections of Love.  (Parade theme: Reflections of Pride)

Dallas Parade & Festival: September 21
Tarrant County Parade and Street Fair: October 4; Picnic: October 5

Please let us know how you want to be involved. 
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