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 January , 2021 
Sunday Services 

Theme - Imagination 
January 3 - Pastor Kris 
Cervantes 

January 10 - Guest Speaker 
Chuck Freeman 
 
January 17 Pastor Kris 
Cervantes.  
 

January 24  - Pastor Kris 
Cervantes. 

January 31 - Guest Speaker  
Kiya Heartwood. 
 

Typical Sunday 
 

Out of an abundance of 
caution until further notice, 
we have shifted from in-
church Sunday morning 
services to zoom worship 
services via our website. 
Our intent is to help 
minimize the potential spread 
of the new corona virus in 
our communities and protect 
the most vulnerable.  

December 2020 Services 

 Theme - Stillness 
 

Sunday, December 6 - 10:30am - “Silent Nights and Hope” -
Pastor Kris Cervantes. As we fully enter the winter holiday season, we 
look back in time and find hope in the future. Join Pastor Kris Cervantes for a 
visit to quiet battlefields and busy suffragette letter writers as we pursue "the 
thing with feathers": Hope.  (Quote from Emily Dickinson.)  
 

Sunday, December 13 - 10:30am - “ Remembrance’ - guest 
speaker - Rev. Grant Dooley. December is a month of remembering. 
We remember the special moments we've had with loved ones throughout the 
years. We remember the cycle of life and death as the trees shed leaves, dig 
deep into their roots, and rest during the winter months. Yet, in the 
remembering we also have to stop long enough to reflect. Join us this Sunday 
as our guest speaker, Rev. Grant Dooley, invites us to stop, breathe deep, and 
reflect on one heck of a year.  

  

Friday, December 18 - 5:30pm - “Blue Christmas Service” 
Pastor Kris Cervantes and guest speaker  Kiya Heartwood. 

Sunday, December 20 - 10:30am - “Walking Toward the 
Dawn” - Pastor Kris Cervantes. Join Pastor Kris Cervantes for a 
special service honoring the Solstice. We'll share poetry, music, and ritual as 
we affirm the infinite circle of our year on this planet, and the seasons which 
sustain us. 

Thursday, December 24 - 6pm - Christmas Eve Service -                                  
Pastor Kris Cervantes. 

Sunday, December 27 - 10:30am - “Honoring the Turning of  
the Year” Sarah Reiling. CUUC's own Sarah Reiling leads us in a special 
service as we say farewell to 2020 and greet the new year and its possibilities. 
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November 21, 2020 Board of  Trustee meeting minutes summary. 
  

Facilities Report:  Tom Brikowski 
Mold:  Bill Daffinee finished up with the mold remediation company.  All the books have been or are 
being removed from library for cleaning or desiccant storage.  A book conservator has been recommended 
and will be consulted regarding the best way to proceed with the books in the library. 
Misc.: 
1) New high-speed routers are not yet installed – waiting on detailed installation instructions. 
2) The new US flag pole blew over in our recent high winds.  Tom reports that there is a stabilization issue 
that they are going to solve by providing a thicker foundation for the pole.    

Stewardship Drive up-date:  Gene Verinder 

March 2021 will be used as a canvassing month to ask people for membership updates and pledges.  March 
was chosen so it would not coincide with the Service Auction.  The Board will start planning the Service 
Auction in January 2021, but the date set by the Board for the Service Auction is April 17, 2021. 
 

 Finance Report:  Cindy Hadden 
Our fiscal year to date this month was below budget, it was not unexpected that it would be down.  
Detailed Finance reports were presented and are available upon request.  Finance Committee has decided 
to look for a new bank.  They have had serious issues with communicating with the current bank.  The 
client has no way to check if a bill pay check has been cashed among other things.  This is a serious 
fiduciary problem to us.  Cindy says they are researching at least one local credit union, and several 
financial institutions, but next month they will have a list of possible bank choices.  Cindy is accepting 
bank suggestions.        

 Communications Report:  Jeannette Baillie                                                               (continued on Page 3) 
 

 

Let’s play BINGO everyone! On December 5 at 7:30pm, CUUC will sponsor a fun evening of BINGO via 
Zoom. We all need to “get out” a little, and here’s a great opportunity. 

• We’ll play six (6) rounds with a bingo caller, taking about an hour total. 

• The winner of each round will receive a gift card prize ranging from $10 - $50!  

• To register, email bingo@communityuuchurch.org and indicate how many cards you want. You will 
be contacted by reply email to make arrangements to receive your cards either by pick-up or delivery.  

• Register as early as possible and no later than Thursday, December 3.  

• Suggested donation for the evening is $10, completely voluntary, but greatly appreciated! 

• You may donate by going to communityuuchurch.org.  On the right of the page, you’ll see the blue 
“Donate Now” button. Click and scan to the category heading “Fundraiser.” You’ll see “CUUC 
Fundraiser” with a space to the right to add the word BINGO. 

• Alternately, if you wish, send a check to the church with BINGO in the memo line. 

Socialize with friends, meet some new ones, maybe win a prize, and simply enjoy yourself. We hope lots of you 
join the game!  

                                               
CUUC BINGO is here!     
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(November 21, 2020 Board of Trustee meeting minutes summary continued from page 2) 
Communications is working on cross-promotions with NTUUC at their invitation.  When Dick Hildenbrand 
made the local television news for post-election sign removal, Jeannette put the story/video on the church 
Facebook page.   So many other churches picked up that post because they know Dick – the same is true for 
when we post something about Sarah Reiling.  The cross promotions project is not yet a plan, but it is gaining 
momentum.  Quite a bit of work with fundraising – Bingo Arm including creating the graphic design of images 
for that promotion.  Communications is looking at general practices for public facing channels and going 
through all the things Communications is responsible for.  We will soon be converting to new software for the 
weekly eBlast.   
 

RE Report:  Brennan Hadden 
Brennan states that we have had a couple questions from other UU churches regarding the DRE role.     
Hopefully will get some leads.  RE is also planning on targeting something for young adults in the spring.     
  
Safe Congregations:  Kimberly Schramm 
Kimberly states that we need to continue looking at safety training, and other things that we can do to put 
together a plan for moving forward toward being together. 

      
BOT Annual Retreat Follow-up:   Kimberly Schramm 
Discussion recap of the Board’s November annual retreat, including setting dates for future meetings for                    
possible policy and procedures updates. 

     
Minister Search update:  Kimberly Schramm                                                                                                           
Pastor Kris has been presented with an offer to move to ¾ time.  Kris is happy with her offer and has agreed to 
stay with us at ¾ time through May 31.  Discussions will continue on what comes after May 31, 2021.    
Adjournment (12:15)                 Next meeting will be December 19, 2021 

President’s Letter 

As I write this month’s President’s Letter, we are approaching our ninth month of dealing with a pandemic. 
During that time, a pandemic that once seemed far away is spreading through our community. As I write this, 
two people in my “bubble” just received positive test results. I missed exposure because mutual travel kept us 
apart during the critical time, but I’m actually aware of how the best efforts to avoid the virus can fall. 
 

In the middle of all the stress and worry about the pandemic the holiday season has arrived right on schedule. 
This is the season of hope of celebration and reflection. Our Church family, and most likely our individual 
families as well, will be exploring new ways of keeping our holiday traditions. 

Celebrating small victories and saving the moments when we can connect are more important than ever. 

Though our Church did not voluntarily undertake moving our services online and vaulting ourselves into the 

digital age virtually overnight, our Board, our Worship Team and our Communication Committee have an 

incredible list of accomplishments over the past nine months. 

I’m pleased that we successfully held our second Zoom Congregational Meeting. Using the digital platform, 
we early reached the required quorum and were able to hear presentations, address questions and handle all 
the necessary business.  

The Board held it’s first ever Zoom retreat on November 14 and 15. Meeting for two-hour blocks on both 
days, we discussed our goals and priorities for now through the end of the fiscal year.          

          (continued on page 5) 
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December, 2020 
Simple Living Chalice Circle 
There will be a meeting 
December 12 via Zoom.  
Theme/topic – Learning together 
to live deliberately. Through April 
we meet the second Saturday of 
each month on Zoom. 

Facilitator Ona Tannehill, 
email:  
simpleliving@communityuu 
church.org 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship Breakfast. 
To all the women of the Church: 
The breakfast gathering of all 
the women of the Church  has 
been cancelled until further 
notice. For more information, 
questions contact Vicki 
Verinder at womens-
fellowship@communityuuchur
ch.org  

 

The Men's Fellowship 
Breakfast has been cancelled 
until further notice. 

 

 

 

Friday Flix has been cancelled 
until further notice.  
 

Church Office. The Church 
office will be closed 
December 25 thru January 
1. 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
Upcoming Meeting. Women 
members and friends of Community 
UU Church are welcome to join us on 
the third Tuesday of the month 
from 7 – 9pm. 

Date: December 15. 

Location: This meeting will occur in 
your home by connecting to Zoom. If 
you would like to receive an 
invitation, contact Deb Bliss by 
December 11 
at  literaryladies@communityuuchu
rch.org. 

Selection: Reader’s choice of short 
stories and poems to share. 

Deadline for the 

January newsletter 

is Friday, December 

11. Email articles to 

newsletter@ 

communityuu 

church.org.  
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 MINERVA POTLUCKS  

Minerva Potlucks are a time for spiritual renewal and nourishment. A safe and sacred space for women to 
connect with one another in spiritual exploration. A treasured tradition in some women’s circles that 
typically takes place at the beginning of each new month. 
 

To help UU Women stay connected during this time of isolation, in collaboration with UU Women and 
Religion, we are offering Virtual Minerva Gatherings via Zoom weekly! Note: There is no charge to 
participate. 
 

These online gatherings will embody the same elements of conversation, poetry, music, art and ritual as our 
in-person Minerva Gatherings have over the years. If you would like to join us in a diverse celebration of 
women and femininity, please email (TwinkleManning@gmail.com) to receive the private Zoom 
link. (Type “Minerva Potluck” in the subject line.) 
 

Go to http://twinklesplace.org/UU-Women-Online-Offerings/ for more information about 
online programs. 
 

These programs are funded in part, by a generous grant from UU Women’s Connection (no link), 
by UU Women and Religion (https://www.uuwr.org/), UU Women's Federation (https://
www.uuwf.org/), and by UU women supporters (http://twinklesplace.org/supporting-uu-

womens-online-offerings/). From UU Women’s Federation. 

(President’s Letter continued from page 3)  

Pastor Kris and the Worship Team work tirelessly each week to create meaningful services for us. In 
planning every service, the question that is always top of the mind is: How can we make our digital services 
more meaningful? How is it possible to evoke the experience of worship in this new environment? How do 
we live out of Our Unitarian Universalist principals wherever we meet, whether it’s in a Zoom Room, in 
messages on Facebook or when we are in our sanctuary? 

American author Joseph Campbell said, “Opportunities to find the deeper powers within ourselves come 
when life seems most challenging.” Our current situation is challenging. Many of us are dealing with health 
challenges, some with financial challenges and others struggle with family problems. We are almost 
universally dealing with loneliness and anxiety. Tapping into our deeper powers comes from both 
introspection and by reaching out to our community.  

My vision for the future of this Church and our congregation is that we all discover those powers and use 
them to grow  the impact we make in our community and in the world.   Blessing - Kimberly 

Guest At Your Table. For many years our church congregation has provided monetary donations to this 
UU Service Committee program called Guest At Your Table.  In the past we have presented a skit of sorts 
dealing with how we can help other people in our country and around the world who are in need for food 
and other supplies.  This year 2020-21 we are asking interested donors to submit their monetary donations in 
the form of checks to the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee-memo line Guest At Your 
Table.  One can write a check to UUSC and mail it to Guest At Your Table, UUSC, P.O. Box 808, 
Newark, NJ. 07101-0808 or donate online to uusc.org/givetoguest.  There will also be some Guest At 
Your Table boxes available if needed at church inside by the nametags if one has access to our 
building.  Thanks to everyone who has participated in this worthwhile project in past years and can do so 
again this year!  Anne Smith (smithannenmh@gmail.com) 
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Our Share The Plate offering for December  is the Benevolence Fund. This fund helps 
many members of  our congregation and the community at large. Half  of  the collection on 
Sunday, December 29 will go to the Benevolence Fund. You can also donate to this cause 
all month long via the CUUC web page by selecting the Share the Plate option. 

UBarU Corner 

Welcome to virtual UBarU programming!  Our team is offering e-content on the Zoom 
platform to help connect us with each other and UBarU as well.  All the content listed here is 
offered for free and donations are gratefully accepted at https://ubaru.org/home/
Support    Donations to UBarU are tax-deductible and important for our ongoing 
operation.  Please consider becoming a sustaining member and offer ongoing support while 
earning points toward the prioritized registration for the 2024 Eclipse. To become a 
member go to https://ubaru.org/home/MembersofUBarU.   Thank you!  We hope you 
will consult the ongoing offerings and join us for some of  these sessions below, to register 
for any of  the sessions go to https://ubaru.org/home/e-events. (All times are Central 
Time)  
Tuesday, December 8 at 6:30pm.  "Navigating Change" discussion.  Session based on 
UU Small Group Ministry Network session facilitated by Robyn Stout.  
 

Tuesday, December 15 at 4pm.  More Wildlife at UBarU with Dr. Paula.   
 

Saturday, December 19 at 7pm.  Community building with young adults and Rev. Ren.  
 

Every Friday from 10-11am.    Zumba for Body and Spirit  - Dance as a spiritual practice, 
for all ages (adults and kids), genders, abilities, and fitness levels. Set an intention for joy, 
energy, movement, and community. Open to UUs and wider community, led by Community 
Minister Rev. Erin Walter. Questions or song requests, contact erinjwalter@gmail.com. 
        

Every Friday from 6:30-8pm.  Rev. Betty will lead Friday Fellowship. All are welcome to 
join in the Zoom service. Gather to unwind with meditation, a homily, and conversation from 
a liberal religious viewpoint. Sponsored by UBarU and Unitarian Universalist Free Range 
Ministry.   

All are welcome!  Please use the links to register for the respective event.  You should receive 
an email from Zoom with a link to the respective meeting.  If  you need assistance, please 
email Director@ubaru.org or Bill Daffinee at Wrdaffinee@aol.com.   
  



      Social Action     

What’s New in the Garden? 

As the year draws to a close, we have so many things to look back on with pride.  The impact of a 
community garden spreads much farther than most would imagine!  The tally of our garden produce 
donated to local food banks has reached a 14 year total of over 21,000 pounds!  Amazing! 

Other accomplishments this year include: 

•     Providing electronic copies of recipes using fresh organic produce 

• Promoting  good stewardship of natural resources with water conservation 
techniques, composting garden waste, organic pest management, habitat for 
pollinators and beneficial insects, caring for the soil 

• Mentoring new gardeners 

• Supporting former gardener Betsy Friauf’s efforts in establishing an award-
winning student/faculty garden at UNT Health Science Center in Ft. Worth 

• Inspiring a former Sai gardener to turn her entire backyard into an urban farm 
(her family donated 600 pounds of produce this year to God’s Pantry) 

• Presenting a program on implementation, impact and challenges in creating 
Community Harvest Garden to the Austin Sai congregation. 

Our visibility in the community has been enhanced by drive-by traffic and partnering with Scout groups, 
Sai congregation and North Texas Food Bank. We have gathered a multicultural and multi-generational 
garden community, including several families and young adult volunteers from the surrounding area. 
 

Won’t you consider joining us next year? Plots will be available for adoption in January, 2021. Please 
contact Deb Bliss at harvest@communityuuchurch.org for more information. 
 

 

Gods Pantry  

The Pantry will distribute 350 Holiday Boxes one week before Christmas. The boxes contain all of the 
tradition food for a holiday feast including a frozen turkey.  

Due to the restrictions of COVID our yearly Toy Drive will not be held. They will receive many toys from 
Cosco and several local grocery stores. If you would like to contribute a toy, they can be dropped off at 
Gods Pantry. See their website for hours of operation during the holidays (godspantryplano.org). To 
make a cash donations, see their website or use our CUUC website and click donation.  

Hopefully we will be able to resume the Toy Drive tradition by next year. 
 

Barron Elementary School Donations 

Anne Smith dropped off some Kleenex and Clorox wipes to Barron Elementary School and spoke briefly 
with Mirla Angel, our contact for donations.  She said that so far this school year has gone pretty well with 
a smaller number of students in person on a shared schedule with other grades.  She was very thankful for 
the donations as they are much needed.  If anyone has additional supplies such as hand sanitizers, 
wipes, Kleenex, and or spiral notebooks with blank pages, please consider dropping them off at 
Church in the box marked Barron Supplies located in the alcove across from the water 
fountains.  Anne will be checking on the box supplies every week or so into the future.  Thanks for all your 
help! 
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     Adult Religious Education Classes  
The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and 
personal growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context 
of the living Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. The church website has been updated with 

the latest classes and class descriptions - check it out at www.CommunityUUChurch.org. under 
Adult  Religious Education. CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare 
call the church office  (972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance.  

Tibetan Buddhism, join Tashi Nyima for Virtual Sangha on Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursdays 
at 7pm. Please join us from your home at https://zoom.us/j/825940300. 

It is wise to download Zoom before your first use. As a courtesy to others, please place your computer on 
silent mode during the meditation and until it is time to discuss the teachings. 

Thursday  
The Thursday Event Humanist group is not meeting at this time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 Board of Trustees 

board@communityuuchurch.org 
  President, Board of Trustees - Kimberly Schramm 

president@communityuuchurch.org 

  President Elect - Jodie Zoeller                                                                                                  

pres-elect-past@communityuuchurch.org 

  Secretary to the Board of Trustees - Ina McBride              

secretary@communityuuchurch.org 

  Treasurer - Cindy Hadden                                                    

treasurer@communityuuchurch.org 

  Communications Chair - Jeannette Baillie                                                                         

comm-chair@communityuuchurch.org 

  Facilities Chair - Tom Brikowski                                                                                            

facil-chair@communityuuchurch.org 

  Personnel Chair - Vicki Verinder                                                                                      

personnel-chair@communityuuchurch.org 

  Program Chair – Position Vacant as of June 2020                                                             

program-chair@communityuuchurch.org 

Religious Education (RE) Board 

reboard@communityuuchurch.org 

  RE Board Chair - Brennan Hadden                                                                                   

reboard-chair@communityuuchurch.org 

  RE Board Members 

Angela Hathaway 

Eric Schnurr 

Nikole Witt 
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FREE MONEY! 

Kroger:  NOTE: It’s time to renew you Kroger 
Community Rewards - just follow this link: 
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards  

Amazon.com:  Use this link for purchases:        
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-1787256 

The church will get a portion of all purchase 
amounts! 

Upcoming Share the Plate Offerings 

 

 
 

  

If you forget your checkbook on a Share the Plate  
Sunday, remember you can always donate on line. 

 

 

 

October’s Share the Plate netted $105 for 
Meals on Wheels. Thank you! 

The October financial summary for our operating accounts is 
listed below.  Current Year Pledges have fallen a bit.  Compared 
to the revised stewardship schedule, we are $1.9K behind for 
the YTD number.  This is a difficult time for many, and for 
Community to be able to continue to help both our own 
congregation and the wider community, please give what and 
when you can.  If there is a larger issue, please give the 
stewardship team and me a heads up, so we can adjust if 
necessary. 

Financially, Community is still in good shape.  We are seeing 
the expected reduction of the year to date net income by about 
$4K this month.  Several departments are doing an excellent job 
at keeping the costs down, and specifically RE has been putting 
in lots of hours due to lack of hired staff.  Financially this has 
really helped, but this can't continue forever, volunteers get 
burned out, and these people have done this for several years 
now.  As we go into the holidays, remember that these are 
different this year, and not everyone can do what they have 
been doing "normally".  Let's all try to do our part to make this 
a fun season for everyone. 

Date Recipient 

Dec. 27 Benevolence Fund 

Jan. 31 Community Harvest Garden 

Finance Report by Cindy Hadden Treasurer 

INCOME 

October 

2020 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 41.67% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $ 8,387 $15,050 $ 86,379 $  99,067 $207,100 41.71% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $       75 $        0                 $   1,206 $   4,150 $ 21,115   5.71% 

Total Building 
Usage $     925         $   2,467 $   4,514 $  10,545 $ 28,145  16.04% 

Misc. Income $        12 
                       

$       30 $      104  $       150  $ 11,627   0.90% 

TOTAL INCOME $   9,399   $  17,547  $ 92,203  $113,912 $267,987  34.41% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $  3,038 $ 4,639 $ 24,380 $  23,378 $57,830  42.16% 

Programs $  2,059 $ 2,385 $  6,847 $   11,351 $29,363  23.32% 

Religious Education $        0         $ 5,150 $  1,112 $  30,200 $66,883    1.66% 

Facilities/Grounds  $ 3,696 $ 4,008 $ 23,977 $  22,118 $56,965    42.09% 

Ministry $ 3,779 $ 3,298 $  9,021 $   15,859 $38,946    23.16% 

Denomination $  1,800     $ 1,800 $  7,205 $   7,200  $18,000   40.03%  

TOTAL EXPENSE $14,373 $21,281 $ 72,542 $110,106 $267,987    27.07% 

NET INCOME -$  4,974 -$  3,734    $ 19,661  $   3,806   $0  

            INCOME &  EXPENSE October, 2020 

 
October Financial Report 
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For our December, 2020 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Events listed on the calendar are subject to change. For more information and confirmation of these 
events, please visit the church calendar at http://www.communityuuchurch.org/pages/calendar. 

December 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Staff 

Consulting Pastor, Pastor Kris Cervantes - 
minister@communityuuchurch.org 

Director of Music, Christopher Wolff - 
musicdir@communityuuchurch.org 

Director of RE, vacant - dre@communityuuchurch.org 

Church Secretary, Connie Meints -  
cuuc-office@communityuuchurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper, John Elder - 
bookkeeper@communityuuchurch.org 

Church Rentals - rentals@communityuuchurch.org 

Board of Trustees Committees 

Board of Trustees - board@communityuuchurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 10am 
in the Annex. Members, friends and visitors are always welcome. 

Communications Committee, Chair: Jeannette Baillie - 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Facilities Committee, Chair: Tom Brikowski - 
facilities@communityuuchurch.org 

Finance Committee, Chair: Cindy Hadden, Treasurer - 
finance@communityuuchurch.org 

Investment Committee, Chair: David Hollands - 
investment@communityuuchurch.org 

Leadership Development Committee, Chair: June Bruns -  

ldc@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Committee, Chair: Vicki Verinder - 
personnel@communityuuchurch.org 

Safe Congregations Committee, Chair: Kimberly Schramm, 
President - 
safecongregations@communityuuchurch.org 

Strategic Planning Committee, Chair: vacant - 
planning@communityuuchurch.org 

Stewardship Committee, Chair: Gene Verinder - 
stewardship@communityuuchurch.org 

Technology Committee, Chair: vacant - 
techcom@communityuuchurch.org 

Program Board Committees 

Program Board, Chair: vacant - 
programs@communityuuchurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education, Chair: vacant - 
adultre@communityuuchurch.org 

Caring Committee, Chair: June Bruns - 
caring@communityuuchurch.org 

Membership Council, Chair: Janice Greer - 
membcom@communityuuchurch.org 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers Coordinator, 
Interior Arts) -  
worshipteam@communityuuchurch.org 

Other Committees 

Committee on Ministry, Chair: Stan Darnell - 
mincom@communityuuchurch.org 

Hospitality Committee, Coordinator: Gene Verinder - 
hospitality@communityuuchurch.org 

Other Groups in the Church 

Bridge Group, Coordinator: Diane Behannesey - 
bridge@communityuuchurch.org 

Circle Suppers, Coordinator: John Snyder - 
circlesuppers@communityuuchurch.org 

Community Harvest Garden, Coordinator: Deb Bliss - 
harvest@communityuuchurch.org 

Country Market, Coordinator: Dick Hildenbrand - 
countrymarket@communityuchurch.org 

Friday Flix, Coordinator: Celeste Kennedy - 
flicks@communityuuchurch.org 

Great Decisions, Coordinator: Celeste Kennedy - 
greatdecisions@communityuuchurch.org 

HoUUse Jam Band, Coordinator: Dick Hildenbrand - 
houusejam@communityuuchurch.org 

Literary Ladies, Coordinator: Deb Bliss - 
literaryladies@communityuuchurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship, Coordinator: Tom Bieg - 
men@communityuuchurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure, Coordinator: Dick Hildenbrand - 
outdooradventure@communityuuchurch.org 

Simple Living Chalice Circle, Coordinator: Ona Tannehill - 
simpleliving@communityuuchurch.org 

Webmaster Group, Coordinator, Gene Verinder - 
webguru@communityuuchurch.org 

Women’s Alliance, Co-Chairs: Victoria Rachael, Diana 
Behannesey -  
women@communityuuchurch.org 

Women’s Fellowship Breakfast, Coordinator: Vicki Verinder - 
women’s-fellowship@communityuuchurch.org 

Other UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) - www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) - 
www.uusc.org 

UUA Southern Region - www.uua.org/southern 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC) - 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives to NTUUC: Sarah Reiling - 
ntuuc@communityuuchurch.org 

UBarU Camp and Retreat Center, Trustee: Bill Daffinee - 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 
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Monday: church offices closed  Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm    Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon                Office Phone: # 972-424-8989 
 

 
 

Consulting Pastor Kris Cervantes by appointment. 
 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday & Thursday: 10:30am - 2:30pm 
other times by appointment.  
 
 

Church Secretary Connie Meints.  
Tuesday 9am to 3pm, Wednesday & Thursday 9am to 2:30pm.   
Friday 9am to noon. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 
“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 
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Texas UU Justice Ministry Top Issues Announced 

Over the last few months, each Texas UU congregation was asked to make inputs to the 
Texas UU Justice Ministry (TXUUJM) to prioritize legislative action efforts for the 2021 
session. For our congregation, a survey was emailed to all 143 members asking each 
member to rank order their top five topics. A total of  81 responses were received and the 
histogram below shows the results of  the survey. 

Each respondent was given a total of  15 points. If  they ranked five topics as 1,2,3,4,5, then 
#1 got 5 points, #2 got 4 points, #3 got 3 points, etc. If  they selected 5 topics but didn’t 
rank, each choice got 3 points. With other, more creative responses, points were allocated 
to total 15 and distributed accordingly if  a ranking was indicated. 

As one can see below, Health Care Access and Voting Rights were essentially tied for the 
top spot, then Immigration/Refugee issues, Other Marginalized Persons’ issues, Economic 

Inequality and Environmental Justice were all closely clustered. Note that I didn’t mention 
Legislative Redistricting as this could be considered a subset of  Voting Rights (which is 

how TXUUJM viewed it). 
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Texas UU Justice Ministry Top Issues Announced (continued) 

Our input was sent to Rev. Chuck Freeman, Executive Director of  TXUUJM. Ours, along 
with the inputs from other congregations, were aggregated and consolidated into a list that 
had some resemblance to our survey, and each congregation was asked to vote for their 
top choices.  Our congregation’s votes were cast to reflect the above congregational survey 
results. 

Statewide, 25 congregations voted in the TXUUJM survey and the results were published 
on October 12th. Those results were similar to our own congregation’s, although in a 
slightly different order. The statewide ranked results were: 

1. Racial Justice (this includes our Immigration/Refugee Issues and Other 
Marginalizes Persons’ [BIPOC] Issues) 

2. Environmental Justice 
3. Healthcare Access 
4. Economic Justice 
5. Voting Rights 

Normally, TXUUJM gets an Action Day scheduled during the biennial legislative session 
for UUs to talk to their Senators and/or Representatives (or staff  persons). With COVID-
19, it’s questionable whether this will be done in 2021. 

Having participated in the last two Action Days (2017, 2019), I’ve sensed a bit of  a 
disconnect between our participants and what the legislative staff  are looking for. We’ve 
tended to talk in generalities, while the staff  is mainly looking for specific positions on 
active bills pending in the session. As the legislative session draws closer I’ll be looking at 
how to close that gap. 

 

Denominational Affairs 

by Dick Hildenbrand 


