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March, 2020 

Sunday Services 

Theme - Letting Go  

March 1 - "Loving the Hell 
Out of the World” Pastor 
Kris Cervantes. 

March 8 - "Abandoning the 
Perfect for the Good." 
Pastor Kris Cervantes. 

March 15- “Releasing 
Certainly: Job’s Journey” -  
Pastor Kris Cervantes. 

March 22 - “Earth School” - 
Danny Mack - guest 
speaker . See page 2. 

March 29  - Kiya Heartwood 
- guest speaker. 

 
Typical Sunday 

10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  

Get to know UBarU 

With warm days creeping into the forecast and Spring break around the corner, 
maybe you’ve been thinking about travel plans for the months ahead.  If you 
like natural vistas and friendly fellowship, did you know we have a UU home-
away-from-home right here in Texas? 

Located in the Texas Hill Country about two hours’ drive due West from 
Austin. UBarU is a Unitarian Universalist camp and retreat center that plays 
host to gatherings for all ages and interests. Their stated mission is “to provide 
a welcoming, peaceful place to gather for spiritual, educational, and recreational 
purposes in harmony with our Unitarian Universalist principles and the land.” 
Whether your idea of spiritual nourishment involves a solitary ramble through 
the woods and silent stargazing, or fellowship and song around a campfire, 
chances are there’s an upcoming program that’s just right for you! 

In addition to Summer Camp sessions for youth and families, here’s a sampling 
of some of the special programming that awaits at UBarU this year:  

Men-Aligned Retreat March 27-29: Relax and restore in fellowship with 
other menfolk. 

Women-Aligned Retreat April 17-19: Free-form fun and fellowship with like 
minded females. 

Writer’s Weekend May 1-3: Unstructured opportunity to write, share, revise 
and revive! 

Human Sexuality Camp, July 12-19: For rising 8th and 9th grade youth, this 
camp will be cased around the same values as our Whole Lives (OWL) 
programming. 

GenderfUUI Retreat, August 7-9: An Affirming, inclusive retreat for trans, 
non-binary, and agender UUs to find open-hearted community. 

UBarU Star Party August 13-16: Novice and experienced astronomers alike 
can enjoy dark sky viewing and presentations from experts.  

                            (continued on page 2) 
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Continued from front page: Get to know UBarU 

If any of the above sound just right for you, consider plotting a course Southwest for our next personal 
adventure! 

 To learn more about UBarU events and programming, please visit their website at  www.ubaru.org 

Highlights of  February, 2020 meeting  

Facilities: electronic sign construction will begin week of  February 17; Boy Scouts will be constructing a 
storage building to store troop camping gear; continuing to discuss improvements to doors and electronic 
locks 

Technology: committee to be reactivated and have some new members, see Alyssa Church if you want to 
volunteer 

Minister Search update: forming search committee selection team from board members (Jodie Zoeller, 
Kimberly Schramm and one other board member). Reviewing UUA guidelines for search committee 
membership and plan to begin the process of selecting committee this Spring. 

Safe Congregations: Gun safety cottage discussion meetings: 2 held, schedule an evening meeting in early 
March on gun safety. Tentatively March 3rd meeting at 7pm.  First-aid, stop the bleed, CPR, AED – pursue 
class for congregation. Fire, Evacuation, Emergency drills. – need congregation leader for this. Evacuation 
plan implementation and training congregation. 

Our Share The Plate offering for March is the Minister’s Discretionary Fund. This 
fund helps many members of  our congregation and the community at large. Half  of  the 
collection on Sunday March 29 will go to Minister’s Discretionary Fund. You can 
also donate to this cause all month long via the CUUC web page by selecting the Share the 
Plate option. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS, SUNDAY MARCH 8. TURN YOUR 
CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR SATURDAY, MARCH 7.  

Continued from front page, March Sunday Services: 

March 22: Speaker - Danny Mack. Everyone of us are enrolled in Earth School.  Everyone has lesson to 
learn.  If we don't learn the lessons we get to keep taking the course until we pass it. Danny Mack will use 
his entertaining and informative speaking style to help you navigate Earth School until your day of 
graduation.  
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 President’s Column 

It’s March, and spring is in the air! Here are just a few highlights of  the work that’s going on 
at Community UU: 

�       Our Community Garden is humming with activity in anticipation of  the 
bountiful fruits, vegetables and flowers that will soon make their appearances. 

�       After months of  preparation and planning, the new Roadside Pulpit has been 
installed! Many thanks to everyone who worked to make this happen! 

�       The Board has formed a Search Committee Selection team and is currently 
reviewing the Settlement Handbook, provided by the Transitions Office at UUA. The 
Handbook provides a detailed roadmap for congregations to follow, so that our 
search efforts are successful. 

�       We are forming a Technology Committee to prepare for technology updates 
needed for our computers. 

�       The Facilities and Safe Congregations Committees are planning facilities updates 
and training to ensure that our Church is a welcoming, safe and serene space for our 
members, friends and visitors. 

What time and talent do you have to share?  

Blessings 
Kimberly 
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March, 2020 
Simple Living Chalice Circle 
The next meeting will be 
Saturday morning March 14 at 
11am. Theme/topic – Learning 
together to live deliberately. 
Facilitator Ona Tannehill at 
Email simpleliving@ 
communityuuchurch.org. 

 

Women’s Fellowship Breakfast. 
To all the women of the Church: 
We’re having a fellowship 
breakfast gathering of all the 
women of the Church on 
Saturday, March 21 at Poor 
Richard’s Café, 2442 K Ave. in 
Plano, starting at 8:30-9am and 
ending around 9:30-10am. 
Come join us for a morning of 
good food and fellowship to meet 
other women in the church. For 
more information, questions 
and to RSVP, contact Vicki 
Verinder at membcom-
chair@communityuuchurch. 
org  

 

The Men's Fellowship 
Breakfast is Saturday, March 
21, 8:30am at Poor Richard’s 
Cafe, 2442 K Avenue, Plano, TX 
75074. If you plan to attend, 
please let Tom Bieg know 
by 6pm Friday, March 20.  

 

 

 

Friday Flix.  Snack, beverages 
and conversation at 6:30pm with 
the movie starting at 7pm in 
Founders Hall.  
 

March 13 - “What They Had” 
with Hillary Swank - 2018 
Drama. 

When her Alzheimer's-suffering 
mother, Ruth, wanders into a 
blizzard on Christmas Eve, Bridget 
Ertz travels back to her hometown 
to help her brother, Nicky, 
convince their father, to put Ruth 
in a nursing home and face the end 
of their life-long love affair. 

Ruth returns back to her home 
with her family and discussions 
ensue about her future. Nicky 
debates with their father, Norbert 
as he has secured a spot in one of 
the premiere memory assisted 
facilities in Chicago. Yet Norbert 
insists that he alone can provide 
the best care for Ruth. 

 

March 27 -  Parasite 

 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
Upcoming Meeting. Women 
members and friends of Community 
UU Church are welcome to join us on 
the third Tuesday of the month 
from 7 – 9pm. 

Date: March 17 

Location: Susan Hunter’s 
home.  Contact Susan at by March 
13th  if you plan to attend. 

Selection: The One in a Million Boy 
by Monica Wood 

The story of your life never starts at the 
beginning. Don't they teach you anything at 
school? 
 

So says 104-year-old Ona to the 11-year-old 
boy who's been sent to help her out every 
Saturday morning. As he refills the bird 
feeders and tidies the garden shed, Ona tells 
him about her long life, from first love to 
second chances. Soon she's confessing secrets she 
has kept hidden for decades. 
 

One Saturday, the boy doesn't show up. Ona 
starts to think he's not so special after all, but 
then his father arrives on her doorstep, 
determined to finish his son's good deed. The 
boy's mother is not so far behind. Ona is set to 
discover that the world can surprise us at any 
age, and that sometimes sharing a loss is the 
only way to find ourselves again. Goodreads 

Deadline for the 

April  newsletter is 

Friday, March 20. 

Email articles to 

newsletter@ 

communityuu 

church.org. 
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Social Action     

What’s New in the Garden? 

Seeds are sown in our plots and seedlings bedded in our new cold frames are awaiting planting after the season’s 
last frost.  We’ve added additional solar sonic stakes at our perimeter to discourage voles from nibbling on tender 
young plants.  Some plots without fences have laid plastic mesh over the soil to fend off rabbits.  If you come out 
to visit, you’ll see an antique plow donated by Rob Hight for use as a pea trellis and notice a five cubic yard 
hillock of native soil blended with organic compost from Texas Pure.  This will be added to raise soil levels in the 
beds before planting. 

Planting guide for your home garden: 

Cabbage and Bok choy transplants can be planted 2/15-3/1 

Beet, carrots, kohlrabi, leek and sugar snap pea seeds can be planted 2/10-3/10. 

Kale, Swiss chard, and turnip seeds can go in 2/10-3/10. 

Kale, Swiss chard, and lettuce plants can be put in 3/1-3/10. 

Thank you for your donation of nearly $300 in the January Share the Plate offering!  In an effort to raise 
additional funds to cover the rising cost of water and supplies, we’ve added a Donate Now button to our 
landing page on the church website https://www.communityuuchurch.org/uua/social-action/social-
action-projects/community-harvest-garden/ and to our garden website http://
www.communityharvestgarden.org/.  Scrolling down to the garden line, a click will allow a donation and 
provide a receipt.  We are grateful to Mary Ann Owens for her design of an eye-catching letter to send to local 
green businesses to solicit financial support.  

 

Guest At Your Table 

Many thanks to everyone who donated to Guest At Your Table (UUSC) this year. As of January 26, 2020 we 
have sent checks to UUSC in the amount of $1,595. This amount does not include several donations at $125 
or more that were doubled by the UU Congregation of Shelter Rock.  

 

Barron Elementary School Donations Needed 

We are reactivating the collection of health related supplies for Barron Elementary School.  These include: plastic 
zip-lined bags of all sizes, facial tissues, hand wipes, and hand sanitizers (alcohol based only) for use in the 
school's classrooms.  There is a box in the alcove across from the water fountains at church to collect these 
supplies. Also we are still collecting Box Tops to donate to the school-these can be placed in an envelope on the 
bulletin board in that same alcove.  Many thanks for all the donations we take in for this school and its staff and 
students. 
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More UBarU Events 
 

Spiritual Practices Retreat April 3-5 

 

Summer Family Camp - Friday, 22 May thru Monday, 25 May 2020 

Spend time with your family in the beautiful Texas Hill Country! This Memorial Day 
weekend (May 22-25) of  camp will offer opportunities to learn, grow, and share as a family, 
as well as opportunities for parents to enjoy some free time and activities designed just for 
them. Other activities will include cookouts, campfires, archery, swimming, games, nature 
education, and star party (pending conditions). Cost is $170 for youth 13 and older & 
adults, $85 for kids 5-12 years and kids 4 and under are free until April 22. On April 
23 until registration closes on May 19, price is $190 for adults, $95 for kids (5-12 
years). If  you would like to camp, cost is $100 for adults and youth, $70 for kids aged 
5-12 years until April 22. Price increases by $10 for adults/youth after early bird 
pricing ends. Families of  all sizes and shapes are welcome!  
 

Summer Youth camps June & July (based on age) 

For full information and to registration visit www.ubaru.org 

Connie Meints, Church secretary will be out of  the office Wednesday, March 11 
thru Tuesday, March 17 and Thursday, March 26.  
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Friday Folksingers reactivated! 

After several requests, (First) Friday Folksingers met on Friday, February 7, after having been on hiatus since last 
spring.  15 people, from both inside and outside the church participated and had a good time.  The sense of the 
group was to re-start on a monthly basis, usually on the first Friday of each month, but superseded by Pastor 
Kris’ scheduled dates to be in Plano.  The next gathering is scheduled for March 6 from 7:30pm to 10pm in 
Founders Hall. 

For those not familiar, we use the “Rise Up Singing” and “Rise Again” songbooks which can be purchased at 
Barnes & Noble or Amazon.com.  We have a few copies that can be handed out to anyone who doesn’t have 
their own copy.  The format is a “song circle”, going around the circle and each participant choosing a song (or 
passing), subject to veto if none of the instrumentalists know the song or the chords listed are 
dubious.  However, saying that, when possible, we like to learn new songs.  While the description is “folk”, some 
of the songs we do are popular songs from the 50s through the 70s. 

This is an adult affair where adult BYOB is allowed, however, we are not equipped to have child care 
available.  And if you can’t or don’t like to sing publicly, come along for the listening.                                 
Contact:  Dick Hildenbrand 

Women’s Alliance Annual Retreat!! 

Ready for some relaxation, time to reflect and reboot?  Join us for our Annual Women’s Alliance Retreat.  
Our retreat will be held on April 3, 4 and 5, 2020 at the Glen Lake Camp and Retreat Center in Glen 
Rose, TX.   Our retreat is open to all women members and visitors who are 18 and older.  Bring a friend 
and join in the fun!! 

We have 2 price options.   

The first one is a deluxe cabin, which will accommodate 9 persons on the bottom bunks. The cabin has a 
large lighted vanity area and a bathroom with showers. You will need to provide your bedding and towels.  
This price is $100 for the weekend, which includes 3 meals on Saturday and breakfast on Sunday. 

There are also a limited number of hotel style rooms available for $150 for the weekend. These rooms are 
semi-private with 2 twin beds and a private bath in each and you do not need to bring bedding and 
towels. This price also includes your meals. 

All meals will be cafeteria style so no cooking or cleaning!! 

If you plan on joining us, and we hope you do, you must register and pay before March 22, 2020.  
Contact Barb Salvo. 

Come join us and visit with old friends and make new ones.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
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Crafty UUs Fellowship Night  

A group is meeting at the Church,  Crafty UUs Fellowship Night. We meet in Founders Hall the first 
and third Tuesday evenings of every month from 6 – 9. This is an outreach activity, open to members 
and nonmembers alike.  Friends are always welcome. Bring your current project, a snack to share and 
perhaps, a friend for unstructured  and chatty fellowship. For more information, please contact Katey 
Eubanks at katey.communityuu@gmail.com or join us on Facebook@craftyUUs.  

     Adult Religious Education Classes  
The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and 
personal growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context 
of the living Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. The church website has been updated with 

the latest classes and class descriptions - check it out at www.CommunityUUChurch.org. under 
Adult  Religious Education. CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare 
call the church office  (972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance.  

Tuesday 

Tibetan Buddhism – 7pm – in the sanctuary. Meditation and Mind Training. Please join us for 
guided meditation and a skillful approach to developing mental peace and clarity. Facilitated by the Ven. 
Tashi Nyima. 
 

Thursday  
The Humanist group is back to meeting in Annex Room Fb at 6pm.  This session may include videos 
and discussions of Humanist topics.  The current  main topic is inequality, it’s detrimental effects on society, 
and how to reduce it.  The video is Spirit Level.  The discussion is led by Doug Hawes.  The facilitator is 
Rev. Don Fielding.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                   Board of  Trustees   
                       board@communityuuchurch.org  

            

Kimberly Schramm, President                   Jodi Zoeller, Secretary                       Sarah Reiling, Past President                 
president@communityuuchurch.org   secretary@communityuuchurch.com       reilingsarah51@gmail.com         
c#949-439-8048                                      c#214-212-8309                                    c#214-620-4515 
 

Cindy Hadden, Treasurer                                  Tom Brikowski, Facilities Coordinator 
treasurer@communityuuchurch.org                  facilitites@communityuuchurch.org  
 
Vacant, Personnel             Vacant, VP Programs                         Alyssa Church, Communications                            
                                                                                             communications@communityuuchurch.org 

                                                           RE Board 

                                          reboard@communityuuchurch.org 

President – Brennan Hadden  Members: Jack Dorman, Eric Schnurr and Angela Hathaway.  
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FREE MONEY! 

Kroger:  NOTE: It’s time to renew you 
Kroger Community Rewards - just follow this 
link: https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards  

Amazon.com:  Use this link for purchases:        
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-1787256 

The church will get a portion of all 
purchase amounts! 

Upcoming Share the Plate Offerings 

 

 
 

  

If you forget your checkbook on a Share the Plate  
Sunday, remember you can always donate on line. 

 

 

 

January’s Share the Plate netted $289.75 and 2 
directed donations to the Community Garden. 

Thank you! 

The January financial summary for our operating 
accounts is listed below.  This month we welcomed our 
new contract minister, Pastor Kris.  We have had a 
pretty quiet month, financially speaking.  We obtained a 
new AC for the annex, and paid our fire and liability 
insurance a month before it was budgeted.  We are 
starting to work on creating the budget for next year. 
Expenses are still looking very good, coming in about 
$55K under budget, not in the least because of the delay 
in hiring staff. 

Looking forward:  Starting in January, we are switching 
from accruing minister transitional cost (money available 
to hire and relocate a settled minister) to paying a salary 
to our contract minister. We will also be entering our 
lean months, which means our surplus will get reduced, 
due to natural fluctuations in when pledges are paid.  
But we should still be able to finish the fiscal year on a 
positive note.  With your help, we can continue and 
grow our community. 

Date Recipient 

March 31 Minister’s Discretionary Fund 

April 26 Youth Service Project 

Finance Report by Cindy Hadden Treasurer 

INCOME 

January 

2020 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 66.67% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $13,906 $18,403 $143,521 $150,484 $208,100 68.97% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $    782 $  1,000                 $  16,391 $  18,815 $ 22,615 72.48% 

Total Building 
Usage $  2,787  $   2,366 $  18,325 $  17,562 $ 27,786 65.95% 

Misc. Income $       47 
                       

$  15,030 $    1,268  $   16,740  $ 16,860   7.52% 

TOTAL INCOME $17,522 $  36,799 $179,505  $203,601 $275,361  65.19% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $  3,732 $ 4,947 $  30,333 $  40,836 $58,227  52.09% 

Programs $  1,933 $ 2,795 $  19,031 $  21,581 $33,462  56.87% 

Religious Education $        0         $ 4,844 $  7,541 $  44,501 $64,326   11.72% 

Facilities/Grounds  $ 7,419 $ 4,014 $ 39,143 $ 36,098 $57,004   68.67% 

Ministry $ 2,336 $ 4,315 $ 21,178 $ 26,981 $44,242    47.87% 

Denomination $  1,810     $ 1,810 $ 10,218 $ 12,670  $18,100   56.45%  

TOTAL EXPENSE $17,230 $22,725 $127,444 $182,687 $275,361    46.28% 

NET INCOME $     292 $14,074    $ 52,060  $ 20,934   $0  

INCOME &  EXPENSE January, 2020 

 
January Financial Report 
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For our March 2020 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Events listed on the calendar are subject to change. For more information and confirmation of these events, 
please visit the church calendar at http://www.communityuuchurch.org/pages/calendar. 

MARCH  
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Consulting Pastor, Pastor Kris Cervantes  

minister@communityuuchurch.org  
 

President, Kimberly Schramm: 
president@Communityuuchurch.org 

Director of Music, Christopher Wolff 
musicdir@communityuuchurch.org  

Director of RE, vacant 
reboard@communityuuchurch.org 

Church Secretary, Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@Communityuuchurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper, John Elder:  
bookkeeper@Communityuuchurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator, Tom Brikowski 
facilities@Communityuuchurch.org 

Treasurer, Cindy Hadden 

treasurer@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 
10am in the Annex. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, June Bruns 
caring@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director, Alyssa Church 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Membership Council 

membcom@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator, Vacant 
personnel-chair@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Committee on Ministry, Karen Bethel, Chair 
Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Social Action Programs, Linda Frank 
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator, Diane Behannesey 

bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinator, John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flix Coordinator, Celeste Kennedy 
flicks@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand:  

Leadership Development Committee: June Bruns 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: Vacant Chair 
programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee Gene Verinder, Chair 
stewardship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists vacant 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education Celeste Kennedy, 
Director  adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship Tom Bieg, Coordinator 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board Brennan Hadden, Chairperson 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee Gene Verinder, Coordinator 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Safe Congregations 
Safecongregations@communityuuchurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

UUA Southern Region: www.uua.org/southern 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives, Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UBarU Camp and Retreat Center, Trustee, Bill Daffinee 
Wrdaffinee@aol.com 
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Monday: church offices closed  Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm    Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon                Office Phone: # 972-424-8989 
 

 
 

Consulting Pastor Kris Cervantes by appointment. 
 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday & Thursday: 10:30am - 2:30pm 
other times by appointment.  
 
 

Church Secretary Connie Meints.  
Tuesday 9am to 3pm, Wednesday & Thursday 9am to 2:30pm.   
Friday 9am to noon. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 

especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

 


