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Sunday Services 

Theme - Visions 

September 6 - “The 
Persistence of Vision”, with 
Pastor Kris Cervantes. See 
page 2. 

September 13 - “Water 
Communion and 
Ingathering,” with Pastor Kris 
Cervantes. 

September 20 - “Cycles of 
Survival & Symbiosis,” - Guest 
Speaker - Aly Tharp 
 

September 27 - Spirit 
Drumming with Guest 
speaker and musician Kiya 
Heartwood  
 

 
  

Service Watch Parties 

On September 6th and 13th, Community UU Church will host online 
“Sunday Service Watch Parties.” In order to ensure that these services 
are protected from spammers and other malicious actors, we ask that 
those wishing to attend go to https://tinyurl.com/cuuc-online to 
register. Once we have your email address, a message with instructions 
on how to join the services will be sent to you before Sunday. 

Things to know: 

• You will be able to join the Sunday service via landline phone (audio 
only), on your mobile phone or tablet (audio and visual), or from your home 
computer (audio and visual).   

• If you plan to use your phone, tablet, or computer, we recommend that 
you go ahead and download the Zoom application—www.zoom.com. That 
way when we send the link, it will be able to open immediately. You *do not* 
have to have a Zoom membership to join or to take part in Zoom meetings, 
but they are handy. 

• The service will be created and recorded ahead of time, hopefully 
minimizing technical glitches. However, there will be time before and 
after the service for a “virtual coffee hour,” where we can chat, share 
stories, and hopefully see each other’s gorgeous faces. That information 
will also be in the registration email we send. 

Happy September!  

Though the calendar says we still have another month of summer, the feel of 
fall is in the air. As a former professional student (I completed formal 
education at age 37!) who always loved “back to school,” I still arrive at this 
season filled with hope. 

Hope is hard to find these days. We live in a world that is very different than 
it was just six months ago. Many of the changes are not positive, but we have 
also had the opportunity to witness the power of the human spirit, and acts of 
love and generosity. 

This summer has also been a time of upheaval and social unrest. Some of us       
(continued on page 2)  
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    (Continued from front page)                                                                                                                    
have become angry and hostile because of the sacrifices we have been asked to make to control the spread of a 
disease that can be minor for some and deadly for others. As Americans, we are rarely asked to make sacrifices 
for the common good. Many of us seemed to have forgotten how. 

At a time when public health is front and center, we are reminded that many of our fellow citizens work in 
jobs that offer low wages, long hours and none of the benefits that Americans once took for granted. 

We have also been reminded that the fight for social justice never takes a break. Even as the pandemic rage, 
Americans have been moved to protest the killing of a Black man, suspected of a minor, non-violent crime, by 
police.  

Shortly after the George Floyd murder, I was in North Carolina to visit my family. I got the opportunity to 
walk in a Black Lives Matter march in nearby Asheville, where I attended the University and lived for a few 
years after graduation. My Saturday morning plan was to visit the downtown area and show the friend I was 
traveling with my favorite bookstore and some tourist spots. While everything we planned to visit was closed, 
there was a Black Lives Matter march forming, so we decided to walk with them. The crowd was peaceful, 
made up of a cross-section of the city: students and faculty, recent graduates, and families with children. It 
included people of all ages, races, and colors. The crowd was met by their new Chief of Police, who committed 
to listen to the community and to work toward a better relationship. 

Just a few weeks ago, Asheville made the national news when the city agreed to specifically address the 
economic needs of their Black community. Sadly, they are the first in the nation to do so. But it does show the 
power of the community to effect change when we work together. 

As a Unitarian-Universalist, I am reminded every day that this is our time. The things we care about are on 
center stage. Our country cries out for love, healing, and social justice.  

Kimberly Schramm, President, Board of Trustees 

(Sunday Services in September, continued from front page) 

September 6 - “The Persistence of  Vision,” with Pastor Kris Cervantes. We UUs share a 
common desire to see clearly, listen compassionately, and act effectively In the interests of  
justice, love, and peace in the world. As we awaken to the unjust realities of  our times, what 
new visions might we embrace? And how will our new understandings shape the future—of  
the world, our nation, our communities, and our inner selves? 

September 13 - “Water Communion and Ingathering,” with Pastor Kris Cervantes. Our 
cherished traditions are rising to meet the new realities of  today’s world. Help us celebrate the 
beginning of  the new church year with music, pictures, and love. Online or in person, we 
gather in. And like water, our tiny drops can combine to create a force of  nature. 

September 20 - “Cycles of  Survival & Symbiosis” - guest speaker - Aly Tharp. Weaving 
together lessons from the plant and animal kingdoms and stories from social & climate 
movements, guest speaker Aly Tharp will cast a vision for collective liberation through 
collective healing and regeneration.  
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Community Unitarian Universalist Church Board of  Trustees 
Meeting Minutes Summary 

Date:  Saturday August 22, 2020 – Location:  Zoom 
 

Facilities:  Tom Brikowski 
Remediation on the mold issue will continue with a professional remediation company. 
Work continues on finishing the upgrade on the garden near our new electronic sign. 
New High-End WiFi Router donation has been accepted and necessary steps for installation 
are being researched. 
  
Stewardship Drive Update:  Gene Verinder 
Pledge campaign work continues – no substantial change in pledge amount since last meeting 
– still around $172K.     
 

Finance Report: Cindy Hadden 
Income was ahead of  budget by $588 for July, expenses were under budget by about $8,500, 
fiscal year to date (FYTD) net income is $16,000 above budget, but Cindy is sure that will 
change. Investments were up about 3.6%. 
PPP Loan was approved and some money has been received. 
The search continues for a qualified volunteer to fill the position of  Investment Committee 
Chair.  Existing Chair, David Holland must resign do to new rules set by his employer.  
Leadership Development Committee will continue to work to find someone that is both 
willing and qualified to fill this position. 
 
 

Safe Congregations Committee:  Kimberly Schramm 
This committee has been meeting weekly with a goal of  putting together a blueprint plan, by 
utilizing UUA recommendations, and also looking at what other congregations are doing to 
use as reference in planning – in order to safely return to our building in the future.   
 

Communications:  Jeannette Baillie 
Communications is receiving emails containing suggestions for messaging on our new 
electronic sign and work continues with orientation with the sign control software and plans 
on future signage messages. 
Going forward there will be additional special topic emails to the Congregation in addition to 
the weekly eBlast when appropriate. 
Possible new formats and services to use for the weekly eBlast are being researched. 
 

RE Report:  Brennan Hadden 
Summer RE has closed and RE Committee is in the process of  setting up curriculum for this 
next year. 
The DRE search continues. 
 

Next meeting will be Saturday September 19, 2020 
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September, 2020 
Simple Living Chalice Circle 
There will be a meeting 
September 12 via Zoom.  
Theme/topic – Learning 
together to live deliberately. 
Through September we meet 
the second Saturday of each 
month on Zoom. 

Facilitator Ona Tannehill, 
email:  
simpleliving@communityuu 
church.org 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship Breakfast. 
To all the women of the Church: 
The breakfast gathering of all 
the women of the Church  has 
been cancelled until further 
notice. For more information, 
questions contact Vicki 
Verinder at womens-
fellowship@communityuuchur
ch.org  

 

The Men's Fellowship 
Breakfast has been cancelled 
until further notice. 

 

 

 

Friday Flix has been cancelled 
until further notice.  
 

 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
Upcoming Meeting. Women 
members and friends of Community 
UU Church are welcome to join us on 
the third Tuesday of the month 
from 7 – 9pm. 

Date: September 15 
 

Location: This meeting will occur in 
your home by connecting to Zoom. 
IF you would like to received an 
invitation, contact Deb Bliss by 
September 11 at 
harvest@communityuuchurch.org. 
 

Selection: Heartland: A Memoir of 
Working Hard and Being Broke in 
the Richest Country on Earth, by 
Sarah Smarsh 

An essential read for our times: an eye-opening 
memoir of working-class poverty in America 
that will deepen our understanding of the ways 
in which class shapes our country and “a 
deeply humane memoir that crackles with 
clarifying insight”. 
 
Sarah Smarsh was born a fifth generation 
Kansas wheat farmer on her paternal side, and 
the product of generations of teen mothers on 
her maternal side. Through her experiences 
growing up on a farm thirty miles west of 
Wichita, we are given a unique and essential 
look into the lives of poor and working class 
Americans living in the heartland.  Amazon 

Deadline for the 

October   newsletter 

is Friday, 

September 18. 

Email articles to 

newsletter@ 

communityuu 

church.org.  
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Online but Never Distant: Community Goes Virtual. 

On March 15, Community UU posted its first online worship service. We will continue 
doing that for as long as health departments recommend limiting the size of  public 
gatherings. So come join us online! Each week, go to https://
www.communityuuchurch.org/ on Sunday morning and look for a link to that 
week's service. Recordings should  generally be available by 10:30am.  

 

Church activities  
 

 On March 13, the Board passed the following resolution: 

 In order to protect our congregation and the larger community from the spread of  Covid-
19 (aka Coronavirus), and in accordance with our UU values which call us to justice, 
accountability, and compassion, we will close Community  Unitarian Universalist Church 
for all gatherings henceforth, until such time as we are able to re-open safely, following the 
advice of  reputable sources such as the CDC, the UUA, and state and local health officials. 
Worship services will be provided online, as will ongoing pastoral care via telephone, email, 
text, and face-to-face media.  board@communityuuchurch.org 

Approved 3/13/2020, Community Unitarian Universalist Church Board of  Trustees by unanimous vote 
via email. 

 

Our Mission 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church is a congregation of  welcoming, diverse, caring 
and committed people. We provide an atmosphere and framework for examining spiritual 
questions individually and communally; serve by enriching the spirit through words, music 
and fellowship; and educate all ages by promoting ethics, a sense of  morality and the 
pursuit of  personal and shared truths. We work together to make our world a more 
compassionate, just and respectful place.  

Our Share The Plate offering for September  is the Benevolence Fund. 
This fund helps many members of our congregation and the community at 
large. Half of the collection on Sunday, September 27 will go to the 
Benevolence Fund. You can also donate to this cause all month long via the 
CUUC web page by selecting the Share the Plate option. 
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From UU Women's Federation: 

 MINERVA POTLUCKS  

Minerva Potlucks are a time for spiritual renewal and nourishment. A safe and sacred space for women to 
connect with one another in spiritual exploration. A treasured tradition in some women’s circles that 
typically takes place at the beginning of each new month. 
 

To help UU Women stay connected during this time of isolation, in collaboration with UU Women and 
Religion, we are offering Virtual Minerva Gatherings via Zoom weekly! Note: There is no charge to 
participate. 
 

These online gatherings will embody the same elements of conversation, poetry, music, art and ritual as 
our in-person Minerva Gatherings have over the years. If you would like to join us in a diverse celebration 
of women and femininity, please email (TwinkleManning@gmail.com) to receive the private Zoom 
link. (Type “Minerva Potluck” in the subject line.) 
 

Go to http://twinklesplace.org/UU-Women-Online-Offerings/ for more information about 
online programs. 
 

These programs are funded in part, by a generous grant from UU Women’s Connection (no link), 
by UU Women and Religion (https://www.uuwr.org/), UU Women's Federation (https://
www.uuwf.org/), and by UU women supporters (http://twinklesplace.org/supporting-uu-

UBarU Corner 

We hope you are safe and well!  UBarU Camp & Retreat Center is offering e-events to help 
you connect with camp and with each other.  All the details are at http://ubaru.org/
home/e-events   The upcoming events are offered free of  charge and donations are 
gratefully accepted at https://ubaru.org/home/Support.   

Additionally, our cottages are available for personal and family get-aways.  Just send me an 
email and we can confirm plans.  Details about rates and accommodations are at https://
ubaru.org/home/Accommodations/Facilities 

Thank you for your support- past, present and future!   
 

Ren Pasco, a UU chaplain and camp alumnus, will facilitate a new e-offering from UBarU 
for Young Adults (ages 18-35). Join in on Sept 17th at 7 p.m. Register here https://
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMldO6rrDIqGdLOgPYIIHk0NffHml9xErp7 
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      Social Action     

Greetings from the Garden? 

In these dog days of summer, our thoughts naturally turn to fall.  For our garden, it’s time to plan and plant 
our fall crops.  With the average first frost in our area expected around November 11-20, there is time for 
many different vegetables to grow and mature. Our fall planting calendar runs from late August through 
September, and includes delicious favorites such as Brussel sprouts, spinach, beans, potatoes, Southern peas, 
okra, winter squash and many others (don’t forget pumpkins!).  Gardeners are busily planting their fall crops 
and dreaming of the cooler nights. 

The Texas sage is in full bloom, adding lovely lilac flowers to the landscape and we are expecting our first 
crop of figs!  Many thanks to the Scouts who have helped us in the garden projects this summer.  Our 
community helpers are vital to our success along with our core gardeners.   

A reminder of our online presence….the garden website, our facebook group, and our new Instagram 
account with growing numbers of lovely pictures.  Our Instagram hashtag (name) is 
#CUUCCommunitygarden and we would love to have you visit and give us some love. (both virtually and 
physically!)   

For more information please contact Deb Bliss at Communityharvestgardens@gmail.com. 

 

Gods Pantry  

Gods Pantry sends  their sincere thanks to the members of CUUC for all of their donations and support. Our 
Church volunteers are not at the Pantry and they are missed but encouraged to stay home and be safe 

The North Texas Food Bank(NTFB) continues to be unreliable and essential donations fill in the gaps of 
what is needed and what is supplied. There is also a constant need for masks and gloves for the volunteers 
since each one can only be used once. Contact the Pantry or Linda Frank for more information. 

 

Barron Elementary School Donations -  Any Help Needed! 

Thank you for your generosity on willing to help us. At this time the school is not allowed to organize events 
like Fall Festival, Color Run, Picture Day that we raised money for our children and school. Still teachers need 
to buy apps or special material to teach. I invite you and all members of the church join our PTA 
https://barronpta.membershiptoolkit.com  to support with $10 it will make a big difference in our 
school. 

Items school (teachers & students) commonly ask and are out of or running low or are: 

Tissues, Expo markers, Hand sanitizer, Disinfecting Wipes, Folders, Spirals, Composition notebooks, 
Markers, Pencil boxes, Sharpeners. 

We really appreciate your support and care, 

Sincerely, 

Mirla Osorio Angel 

Parent Liaison/Representante de Padres 
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     Adult Religious Education Classes  
The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and 
personal growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context 
of the living Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. The church website has been updated with 

the latest classes and class descriptions - check it out at www.CommunityUUChurch.org. under 
Adult  Religious Education. CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare 
call the church office  (972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance.  

Tibetan Buddhism, join Tashi Nyima for Virtual Sangha on Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursdays 
at 7pm. Please join us from your home at https://zoom.us/j/825940300. 

It is wise to download Zoom before your first use. As a courtesy to others, please place your computer on 
silent mode during the meditation and until it is time to discuss the teachings. 

Thursday  
The Thursday Event Humanist group is not meeting at this time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of  Trustees 

board@communityuuchurch.org 
  President, Board of Trustees - Kimberly Schramm 

president@communityuuchurch.org 

  President Elect - Jodie Zoeller                                                                                           
pres-elect-past@communityuuchurch.org 

  Secretary to the Board of Trustees - Ina McBride                  
secretary@communityuuchurch.org 

  Treasurer - Cindy Hadden                                                        
treasurer@communityuuchurch.org 

  Communications Chair - Jeannette Baillie                                                                   
comm-chair@communityuuchurch.org 

  Facilities Chair - Tom Brikowski                                                                                        
facil-chair@communityuuchurch.org 

  Personnel Chair - Vicki Verinder                                                                                
personnel-chair@communityuuchurch.org 

  Program Chair – Position Vacant as of June 2020                                                           
program-chair@communityuuchurch.org 

Religious Education (RE) Board 

reboard@communityuuchurch.org 

  RE Board Chair - Brennan Hadden                                                                                  
reboard-chair@communityuuchurch.org 

  RE Board Members 

Angela Hathaway 

Eric Schnurr 

Nikole Witt 
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FREE MONEY! 

Kroger:  NOTE: It’s time to renew you 
Kroger Community Rewards - just follow this 
link: https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards  

Amazon.com:  Use this link for purchases:        
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-1787256 

The church will get a portion of all 
purchase amounts! 

Upcoming Share the Plate Offerings 

 

 
 

  

If you forget your checkbook on a Share the Plate  
Sunday, remember you can always donate on line. 

 

 

 

July’s Share the Plate netted $247.50 for Hunger 
Initiative. . Thank you! 

The July financial summary for our operating accounts is listed 
below. Traditionally Summer is a quiet time for the finances of 
the church. In this strange period of Covid 19, this is also a little 
different, as we took on the organization of our balance sheet I 
told you about last month. And this month, thanks to the hard 
work of Diane Ensminger and Mike Owens, we have applied 
form and gotten approved for a PPP loan from the Federal 
Government. The PPP loan is the Payroll Protection Plan, a 
forgivable loan this is to be used for payroll and some other 
essentials. Our amount is not huge (about $10K) but it will go a 
long way to helping us to continue paying our staff. And we 
have been paying both our salaried and hourly staff since the 
church building closed. And there is currently no plan to 
change this. The loan will appear on our August statements, but 
I could not wait to share the good news! 

While you start into the next season, and kids go back to 
school, though many don’t leave the house because classes are 
virtual, do take a moment to remember our Share The Plate this 
month. Barron Elementary can use all  the help we can offer, b 
because Covid has increased all types of cost for them. 

Date Recipient 

September 27 Benevolence Fund 

October 25 Meals on Wheels 

Finance Report by Cindy Hadden Treasurer 

INCOME 

July 

2020 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 8.33% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $ 25,319 $17,717 $25,319 $17,717 $207,100 12.23% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $      171 $        0                 $      171 $        0 $ 21,115 00.81% 

Total Building 
Usage $      998         $   1,936 $     998 $   1,936 $ 28,145 3.55% 

Misc. Income $         0 
                       

$       30 $         0  $        30  $ 11,627   0.00% 

TOTAL INCOME $ 26,487   $ 19,683  $ 26,487  $ 19,683 $267,987  9.88% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $  2,853 $ 4,449 $   2,853 $    4,449 $57,830   4.93% 

Programs $  1,484 $ 2,034 $  1,484 $    2,034 $29,363   5.05% 

Religious Education $         0        $ 6,300 $        0 $    6,300 $66,883    0.00% 

Facilities/Grounds  $  3,071 $ 3,788 $   3,071 $  3,778 $56,965     5.39% 

Ministry $ 2,749 $ 2,982 $  2,749 $  2,982 $38,946      7.06% 

Denomination $        0     $        0 $        0 $        0  $18,000     0.00%  

TOTAL EXPENSE $10,156 $19,544 $10,156 $19,544 $267,987    3.79% 

NET INCOME $16,331 $     139    $ 16,331  $     139   $0  

            INCOME &  EXPENSE July, 2020 

 
July Financial Report 
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For our September 2020 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Events listed on the calendar are subject to change. For more information and confirmation of these 
events, please visit the church calendar at http://www.communityuuchurch.org/pages/calendar. 

SEPTEMBER 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Consulting Pastor, Pastor Kris Cervantes  

minister@communityuuchurch.org  
 

President, Kimberly Schramm: 
president@Communityuuchurch.org 

Director of Music, Christopher Wolff 
musicdir@communityuuchurch.org  

Director of RE, vacant 
reboard@communityuuchurch.org 

Church Secretary, Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@Communityuuchurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper, John Elder:  
bookkeeper@Communityuuchurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator, Tom Brikowski 
facilities@Communityuuchurch.org 

Treasurer, Cindy Hadden 

treasurer@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Saturday of each month at 
10am in the Annex. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, June Bruns 
caring@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Choir, Jeannette Baillie  
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Membership Council 

membcom@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Chair, Vicki Verinder   
personnel-chair@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Committee on Ministry, Stan Darnell, Chair 
Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Social Action Programs, Maria Brennecke  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator, Diane Behannesey 

bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinator, John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flix Coordinator, Celeste Kennedy 
flicks@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand:  

Leadership Development Committee: June Bruns 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: Vacant Chair 
programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee Gene Verinder, Chair 
stewardship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists vacant 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education Celeste Kennedy, 
Director  adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship Tom Bieg, Coordinator 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board Brennan Hadden, Chairperson 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee Gene Verinder, Coordinator 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Women’s Fellowship Breakfast 
women’s-fellowship@communityuuchurch.org 

Safe Congregations 
Safecongregations@communityuuchurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

UUA Southern Region: www.uua.org/southern 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives, Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UBarU Camp and Retreat Center, Trustee, Bill Daffinee 
Wrdaffinee@aol.com 
 

 



               12         The Community News - September, 2020 

Monday: church offices closed  Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm    Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon                Office Phone: # 972-424-8989 
 

 
 

Consulting Pastor Kris Cervantes by appointment. 
 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday & Thursday: 10:30am - 2:30pm 
other times by appointment.  
 
 

Church Secretary Connie Meints.  
Tuesday 9am to 3pm, Wednesday & Thursday 9am to 2:30pm.   
Friday 9am to noon. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

 


