
 
 The Community News Winter 2025 Edition  

January 27, 2025  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Unitarian 
Universalist Church is a 

congregation of welcoming, 
diverse, caring and committed 

people. We provide an 
atmosphere and framework for 
examining spiritual questions 
individually and communally; 
serve by enriching the spirit 
through words, music and 

fellowship; and educate all ages 
by promoting ethics, a sense of 

morality and the pursuit of 
personal and shared truths. We 

work together to make our world 
a more compassionate, just and 

respectful place. 
 

Important Dates 
 

February 9th 

50th Anniversary 
Celebration 

 

March 2nd 
NTUUC Anniversary 

Celebration 
 

 

May 18th 

Congregational Meeting 
 

Community UU Church 
2875 East Parker Road 

Plano, TX 75074 
972.424.8989 

Info@UUPlano.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Join Us To Celebrate Our 50th Anniversary! 
 

So much has been accomplished during these years, so many twists and turns 
made, and so many meaningful moments and relationships acquired along the 
way! Our big celebration will be on February 9, please save the date. But 50 
years is a long time and our 50th anniversary planning committee has planned 
several events throughout the year to mark this important milestone. We will 
have many opportunities to reflect back on how we have grown, to celebrate 
our accomplishments and mourn the hardships and struggles that we 
encountered along the way, because not everything was smooth and joyful as 
it always is that way in life. 
 

• Nancy Barlow made Christmas ornaments as a memorabilia item for 
our Christmas Pageant service on December 15, 2024 
 

• On Christmas Eve, Mina Daffinee organized wassail and cookies in 
honor of an old tradition. Mr and Mrs Santa Claus (Jolli Khoo and Robin 
Coulonge) were there to entertain our children and guests, and many 
enjoyed the craft station set up by Nancy Barlow 
 

• We will have periodic memory moments during worship to share from 
our history. One of our founding members - Joe Barlow began the year 
by sharing about the beginnings of the CUUC 
 

• The main celebration event will be on February 9, our anniversary. It will 
include worship at 10:30am and Celebration at 1:30pm. There will be 
a potluck between the two events 
 

• In July we will come together for a family cookout and social just to 
have fun together 
 

• And much more... 
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FROM THE PAST, A 

BRIGHT FUTURE… 

 
 
These works of art were created 
from the multitude of caring 
cards that CUUC received after 
our church was firebombed on 
July 23, 2023. 
 
The first banner was created 
from pieces of cards in a heart 
shape which symbolizes love, 
care and compassion that lives 
here. 
 
The middle banner is a tree and 
contains leaves with grateful 
words expressed by our 
congregation. 
 
The final banner is a chalice, to 
remind us of our faith that holds 
and sustains us through difficult 
times. 
 
Thank you for everyone’s love 
and support throughout this 
time. It doesn’t go unnoticed. 

CUUC in the news 

Our UUA offers several 
publications. UUWorld 
publishes quarterly printed 
magazines, posts articles on 
their website and last fall 
launched a twice a month 
emailed newsletter called 
Wayfinder, that connects 
Unitarian Universalists to the 
latest news and storytelling from 
UU World. 

Our story about the banners will 
be featured in the first emailed 
newsletter of the year and the 
article will also be published on 
UUWorld Website in January. 

To subscribe, please visit 
https://www.uuworld.org/subsc
riptions/newsletter 

 

 

Greetings from the Minister 

By Reverend Dr. Aija Duelm 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Community UU Church, 

We had a remarkable year together. I continue to be amazed at the 
welcoming spirit you all bring to all our gatherings and with how much 
courage, commitment, and generosity you tend to this church and to one 
another. You are all so wonderful and I can’t find words deep enough to 
express my gratitude for each and every one of you. I am very grateful to 
journey with you during this very special time when we are looking 
forward to celebrating our 50th anniversary and imagining our next steps 
as we look forward to our next 50 years of ministry. So many possibilities 
are ahead of us. So many beautiful and meaningful adventures to eagerly 
anticipate. 
 
As we look back, to see how much has been accomplished is remarkable – 
how many have invested generously in the life of the church, building this 
Community, and nourishing so many lives along the way. The times are 
always changing, and we are once again facing a future with lots of 
unknown. What we do know is that a community like ours will be needed. 
We will be needed more than before to care for those who will be 
suffering. We will be needed to alleviate the pain and provide a safe 
space as a respite from turmoil. We will be needed to join in resistance 
and speak the truth to the abuses and destruction of lives and 
communities. So, this is a good time for us to imagine our future and what 
our priorities will be. 
 
We began to work on discerning our future this past October because we 
are facing financial challenges and part of deciding what to cut is to know 
what is the most valuable to us. This discernment work helps us to name 
who we are now, even though the process itself is a long one and will take 
time and listen to one another. Together, we brainstormed, reflected and 
imagined our future. We identified four areas that are important part of 
who we are as a Community: worship, care for one another, outreach and 
social justice, and family ministry. 

 
 These are the areas that we as 
a congregation decided are 
worth investing our time, 
energy and resources. In some 
of these areas we are very 
good, and some areas need 
our work. Worship is one of 
our strengths. We have a 
strong worship team who 
organizes diverse and 

engaging worship. Our UUA president Rev Dr Sofia Betancourt came to 
worship with us this fall, a unique and rare event for us. Our choir, under 
the leadership of our new music director, Pam McLain, has grown twice or 

https://www.uuworld.org/subscriptions/newsletter
https://www.uuworld.org/subscriptions/newsletter


FACILITIES 

REPORT 

RACCOONS 
COMPLAINING!! 

I have been told the racoons are 
complaining because they 
cannot get into the church 
anymore!!! Yes, we fixed the 
roof. The leaks have been 
sealed, and the racoon 
entrances have been closed. 
The price for this fix was 
$21,900 and we raised 
$19,528.91 to help pay for the 
work. Thank you to all who dug 
into your pockets and 
contributed extra to make this 
happen. The Board appreciates 
your help with this issue. 

Did you also notice that we have 
new fans in our Sanctuary? 
Facilities replaced all the old 
fans that were not working 
properly with better ones. We 
are lucky to have such a 
wonderful facility 
staff! 
 

FACILITIES 
PROJECT 
DONATIONS 

We continue to 

raise funds and ask you to consider 

donating.  You can use our donation 

portal on the church website at  

https://www.communityuuchurch.or

g/uua/ or use the QR code. 

 

maybe even thrice the size and our music ministry has flourished. We also 
made some improvements – we created a beautiful backdrop to improve 
our online presence and our visual experience of our worship. 

 

The second area– our caring ministry has been very important for many 
years and is part of our core identity. Caring takes our commitment to 
build relationships and express care and kindness to one another. We 
send cards, bring meals, provide rides, and offer a listening ear. We have a 
caring team led by a new acting chair, Marsha Ring, and we also have a 
pastoral care team, people who are trained to listen deeply. If you are 
going through some challenging times and need to talk to someone, 
please reach out via email pastoral-care@communityuuchurch.org. 
 
We continue to heal from the attack we experienced in 2023. Last fall we 
hung up three banners, created from cards of support and from notes we 
all made to show how care and support from others have helped us 
through the last year as we recovered from outside attacks. To read more 
about this, please subscribe to Wayfinder as we will be featured in the first 
emailed newsletter of the year and on the UUWorld website. 
 
The third ministry that we decided is important to us is outreach and social 
justice – ministry through which we make a difference in people’s lives, in 
our city and beyond. This fall we had a highly notable engagement in the 
UUtheVote postcard campaign, and we have continued to support our 
partner organizations. Going forward we will work on figuring out our 
priorities and will engage in conversations about which social justice area 
we would like to study deeper and to engage in as a congregation. 
 
The final area that we all named as important is family ministry. We have a 
successful adult RE program, but our children and youth RE program is 
struggling. At the conference, we discussed the trauma from the past that 
has affected our program. Naming the trauma is a vital part of rebuilding 
and re-imagining our future RE program. We are in a place where we can 
draw on our creativity and our dedication to explore our possibilities. We 
will work to rebuild trust, to rebuild our commitment to children and 
youth, to change our culture. We will explore family ministry and how it 
may look at Community UU Church. 
 
It will take each one of us to build relationships across generations, expect 
and plan events that are friendly to people of various ages and various 
abilities. I know that we can do this because this summer we 
experimented with a multi-generational RE program and it was a success. 
Also, during the Christmas Eve celebration we revived an old tradition 
with wassail and cookies and added a crafts table and Mr and Mrs Santa 
Claus who cheered our families. I hope you will join in the opportunities to 
come together and discern more ways we can all be part of rebuilding 
this aspect of our ministry. 
 
We are here to nourish spirits, work for justice and transform lives. Thank 

you to all for being a part of this endeavor. 
 

https://www.communityuuchurch.org/uua/
https://www.communityuuchurch.org/uua/
mailto:pastoral-care@communityuuchurch.org
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Greetings From Your President, Barb Salvo 
 

“Our pride flag is gone.” I received these words the day before Thanksgiving as I sat down to 

relax after cleaning for friends arriving the next day. My heart sank a little as it does every time 

our flag is stolen. 

 

We fly the pride flag proudly and as the flag gets stolen time and time again, we put another one 

up. I keep thinking of how we stand for all marginalized people and welcome all to our church. 

How important that is in today’s atmosphere of hate and distrust. We don’t know what the next 

four years will bring, but we stand together for inclusivity and justice for all. 

 

Every year we renew our Welcoming Congregation status. I feel this is an important part of 

being a UU. We welcome all to our church. I encourage all of you to reach out and extend a 

warm welcome to all who come to our doors. Reach beyond our church also. Welcome those 

in your neighborhood, communities and social groups who are identified as different by the 

world at large. 

 

We’ll be celebrating our congregation’s 50th anniversary in 2025.  Amid the turmoil of today’s 

trying political climate, let us take time to focus on where we have been and where we are 

going. Keeping in mind our commitment to Nourishing Spirits, Working for Justice, and 

Transforming Lives. Looking back on the many members and visitors that have walked through 

our doors, some are still here, and some are not. Many I have come to value as friends. 

 

In the fifteen years I have been here, I have aged…I mean grown so much! I have learned to 

be a better leader and friend. I ask you all to think about taking on a leadership role. Or if that 

is not for you, how about joining a committee and helping our congregation to function and grow. 

 

Look for opportunities to participate. It is so much fun!! 

 

When I was asked to be Social Action Chair several years ago, my first inclination was to say 

no. Who me?!?! What were they thinking! I had no background in that. But I trusted that what 

they saw in me was something I did not. So, I said yes. I learned so much and it was a fun 

experience. So, if someone asks you to do something, think about it carefully before you say 

no. Maybe they see something in you that you do not. 

 

I invite you all to participate fully in the celebrations planned for next year’s 50th anniversary. 

Have fun! Wishing you much joy and serenity in the year ahead. 

Barb Salvo 
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Importance of Communication 
 

In the last year we have been joined by three new members Autumn Toney, Steve Amendt & Megan Hardman. They 

have improved our team’s communication capabilities tremendously. 
 

The objective of the Happenings is a weekly send of what will happen during the next two weeks. The objective of this 

weekly communication is to inform you what is going on as well as reaching potential new members. We do not use 

acronyms. And we try to keep it short and simple 

 

The communication team does not generate the messages—they publicize 

them. All committee heads and activity organizers must generate the 

message from their group and have it to the communication team Monday 

close of business before the event at communications@ 

communityuuchurch.org. This will send your message to the whole team for 

them to upload to the different media as shown above.  

 

The other thing we do is put material on the bulletin boards. If you have a 

promotional flyer about your event, we will post it on the bulletin board. 

Every organization is invited to have their own spot. We still have spots to 

promote your program 

 

Bill Daffinee 

Board Member for Communications 

 

WHO IS YOUR COMMUNICATIONS TEAM? 
 

IT Specialist, Sender: 
Autumn Toney 

Website Implementer: 
Jen Mason 

Social Media (Meta): 
Steve Amendt 

Megan Hardman 
 

Proofreader, Weekly Happenings 
Joyce Thompson 

Proofreader, Newsletter: 
Anne Smith 

Weekly Message, Happenings: 
Bill Daffinee 

 

    

 

Community Harvest Gardeners Update 
 
We have adapted to using intuition over planting schedules. 2024 seasons have 
not been predictable yet we were able to donate 2,370 pounds of fresh organic 
produce to God’s Pantry this year.  January 4, ten gardeners began 2025’s harvest 
with a delivery of 150 pounds, including 54 pounds of beautiful turnips. Plants 
started at gardener’s homes helped us harvest record crops of tomatoes, okra and 
peppers. Since 2008 we’ve shared 16.5 tons with those experiencing food-
insecurity.  We produce 2 cubic yards of quality compost from garden scraps 
every two months.  We’ve been grateful for support from Boy Scouts, high school 
students, the First United Methodist Church Mission Group twice a year and local 
companies in tackling big projects.  In addition to our 25 adopted plots, we 
maintain several community demonstration gardens: a plant tower, keyhole 
garden, and a hugelkultur mound. To meet some gardeners and learn more about 
the garden, join us in harvesting Saturday mornings at 7:30 AM or 
contact harvest@communityuuchurch.org. 

mailto:harvest@communityuuchurch.org
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Social Justice 
 

Our congregation wrote over 1000 pre-election postcards as part of 
the UU The Vote campaign coordinated by the Texas Unitarian-
Universalist Justice Ministry (TXUUJM). 
The cards and most of the postage were provided by TXUUJM. 
 
As Rev. Aija discussed at the Fall Meeting, a main part of CUUC’s 
mission is social justice involvement. An immediate task of the Social 
Justice Committee was to determine which issues are most important 
to many of the congregants. To accomplish this, the SJ Committee 
conducted a survey during the service on January 12. The top three 
concerns are: 

• LGBTQ+ Rights (e.g. laws targeting transgender people, workplace discrimination, hate 
crimes) 

• Reproductive Justice (e.g. access to abortion/birth control, sex ed in schools, support for 
families with children) 

• Protecting Democracy (e.g. voting rights, free and fair elections, equal application of rule of 
law) 

The second tier of favored issue included: 

• Immigration (e.g. local cooperation with ICE, detention center abuses, border militarization) 
• Public Education (e.g. state funding, special education, TEA actions in local districts) 

 
The Social Justice Committee is working on details about how CUUC can actively support these 
concerns and will be providing more information soon. This Committee meets virtually on the second 
Tuesday of each month. Contact Nancy Gaige at UUsInAction@communityUUChurch.org for more 
information about the meetings or other Social Justice questions. 
 
Nancy Gaige, January 2025 

 

 
Barron Elementary Needs 

 
Barron Elementary has been accepting both health 
and school supplies from our congregation for many 
years. This list includes: tissues, hand wipes, hand 
sanitizers (alcohol-based only) and plastic bags of 
various sizes. 
 
School supplies needed include- drawing paper, 
notebooks, file folders, construction paper, Crayola 
crayons/markers, watercolors, pencils & sharpeners, 
dry erase lap boards along with cleaner sets, and pens 
plus any other school supplies, so that teachers do not 
need to purchase these themselves. 
 
These items can be placed in the Barron box in the 
alcove across from the Women's restroom at church or 
notify Anne Smith (smithannenmh@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

mailto:smithannenmh@gmail.com
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The Texas Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry 
 

 
 
Happy new year from the Texas Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry! After a 

time of rest, celebration, and rejuvenation, our staff and volunteer leaders are 

excited to get back to "bending Texas toward justice" with you! 

  

The TXUUJM team sends our love and prayers to those with family and friends 

affected by the Los Angeles fires, as well as our deepest gratitude to everyone 

who contributed to our end-of-year fundraising and/or committed to being a 

monthly donor in 2025. Thank you for making our work possible! 

  

 

Here's what's happening as we get back in action this week: 

  

 TXUUJM LEGISLATIVE ACTION DAY AT CAPITOL:  

 

  Registration will open very 

soon for TXUUJM 

Legislative Action Day at 

the Capitol on Monday, 

March 17, 2024 (with 

additional 

interfaith/partner 

programming on March 16 

and 18 for those who can 

do Sunday-Tuesday). Save 

the date, sign up for 

emails, and keep an eye 

out for the registration link 

in your  

inbox! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
WILL YOU CARRY THE 

TORCH? 
 
The LDC has begun its process to find 
candidates to fill various elected and 
appointed positions for the next 
church years. Terms run from June 1st 
of the beginning year to May 31st of 
the ending year. We are looking at the 
following positions to fill. If you are 
interested or want to find out more, 
send an email to 
ldc@communityuuchurch.org. 

 

 
 

POSITIONS TO FILL 

 
• Treasurer (25-27) 

• Board Trustee At-Large (25-

27) – 2 positions 

• Leadership Development 

Committee (25-28) – 2 

positions 

• Leadership Development 

Committee (25-27) – 1 

position 

• Investment Committee (25-

28) 

 

Our hope is that if you are called by 
one of us, you will seriously consider 
how you may be able to serve in any 
small or large capacity. 

 

https://click.everyaction.com/k/100349274/522470570/-48210966?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNVVUvMS8xMDcwNDgiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiMTY4Mzg1Y2ItMDJkMi1lZjExLTg4ZDAtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZDkyIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJhaWphNzZAeWFob28uY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=Ydudue4wMUqQo45SwWj2HoDm442F-JKbHkZZBdZabRM=&emci=b33c5e82-80cf-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&emdi=168385cb-02d2-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&ceid=32510
https://click.everyaction.com/k/100349276/522470572/-1533360316?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNVVUvMS8xMDcwNDgiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiMTY4Mzg1Y2ItMDJkMi1lZjExLTg4ZDAtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZDkyIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJhaWphNzZAeWFob28uY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=Ydudue4wMUqQo45SwWj2HoDm442F-JKbHkZZBdZabRM=&emci=b33c5e82-80cf-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&emdi=168385cb-02d2-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&ceid=32510
https://click.everyaction.com/k/100349276/522470572/-1533360316?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNVVUvMS8xMDcwNDgiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiMTY4Mzg1Y2ItMDJkMi1lZjExLTg4ZDAtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZDkyIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJhaWphNzZAeWFob28uY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=Ydudue4wMUqQo45SwWj2HoDm442F-JKbHkZZBdZabRM=&emci=b33c5e82-80cf-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&emdi=168385cb-02d2-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&ceid=32510
mailto:ldc@communityuuchurch.org
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Stewardship (noun) stoo-erd-ship – “The job of taking care of something such as an 
organization or property. Practice of responsible planning and management of 

resources for the benefit of others.” 

 

Gifts of the Heart 
 
Stewardship is about taking care of our church. It takes all of us- our gifts, talents, time and treasure to make our 
church a meaningful place and engage the work of our mission. 
 
Each year in the spring, the congregation is asked to renew their commitment to the church and as part of that, 
requested to pledge, or promise, to give a certain number of dollars over the course of the fiscal year. This is a big 
ask, we understand that, and to encourage you to pledge with confidence, I’m including some quick statistics. 
 
First – Two thirds of the church’s income comes from pledges. 
 
Second – The church’s biggest single area of expense is in payroll and payroll-related expenses, 
budgeted for $164,102 for the 2024-25 pledge year. Coming in second was facilities at $86,691 – and this does not 
include the repairs to the roof, the replacement of the Sanctuary ceiling fans, or any other capital improvements. 
 
Third – The average annual pledge among CUUC members for the 2024-25 pledge year was $1715. 
 
The UUA suggests that members consider giving in terms of percentages of income (Supporters 2-6%, Sustainers 3-
7%, Visionaries 5-9%, and Transformers 10%). These are merely guidelines, and everyone’s situation is unique to 
them, but we do hope you will consider what responsible planning and management of financial resources you can 
bring to bear to benefit your congregation. 
 
While we frequently think in terms of committed pledge dollars as the beginning and end of stewardship, it’s 
important to acknowledge that resources go beyond just funds. Not everyone can pledge as much as their 
neighbor, but everyone has some resources, whether it be their time to participate in a committee or group or 
support an activity, or some knowledge or skill that they can leverage to help guide the church forward. 
 
I would challenge you, that while Stewardship is a formal committee at CUUC, the “job of taking care of [this] 
organization” falls to everyone. To answer that challenge, consider what you can bring as your contribution in the 
coming year. 
 
Your gifts – your time, talent and treasure make this place possible. Thank you for the gifts of your heart. 
 
Kiki Boyett 

 

Building Community For The Next 50 Years 

We celebrate 50 years with gratitude for the many generous donations that members have contributed over the 
years. To help continue the work of this church for the next 50 years, we ask you to please consider including CUUC 
in your will. In as little as one sentence you can give a gift. Please share the following bequest language with your 
attorney to assist drafting a will or codicil to designate Community Unitarian Universalist Church as a beneficiary of 
your estate.  

Unrestricted Gift 

I give _______ [$ amount description of property, or % of estate] to Community Unitarian Universalist Church, 
located at 2875 E. Parker Road, Plano, TX 75074, for its unrestricted use. 
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Fall Fundraisers Very Successful 

Thanks to much help from members of the 
congregation, our Fall fundraisers had great success this 
fiscal year. After a break of four years, we were able to 
run the Parking fundraiser for the September Balloon 
Festival, bringing in a net of $6,784, which was more 
than double the budgeted income. The Service Auction 
in November brought in a net $12,630, which was 114% 
more than budgeted. 

Balloon Festival Parking (Sept. 2024) 

Dick Hildenbrand managed the parking plan and field 
volunteers, Tom Brikowski managed finances and 
Festival coordination. Volunteers included Chelsea & 
Steve Amendt, Tammy Beard. Donna Bening, Tom Bieg, 
Patrick Bowler, Kristin Boyett, Stanley Darnell, Michael 
Edgmon, Sandra Farlow, Arne Hagerhorst, Patrick 
Hubbard, Lynne Johnston, Celeste Kennedy, John 
Lazarine, Jen & Steve Mason, Mark & Victoria Rachel and 
Barb Salvo. We were able to park about 750 cars 
between Friday and Saturday nights. Big factors in the 
success were favorable weather and the fact that our 
neighbors, First United Methodist, lost a lot of their 
parking capacity due to selling a big chunk of their land. 
For the first time we accepted credit card payments. 
Next year, volunteers with up-to-date cell phones that 
can handle that process (“NFC”) will be greatly 
appreciated! 

Service Auction (Nov. 2024) 

The auction had a theme of “Joy”, and was headlined by 
the comedy family duo of Joseph and Josephine 
Howser. Tino’s Too Mexican Restaurant provided 
wonderful food at a substantial discount (be sure to 
thank Raul!). Barb Salvo ran the auction software, item 
submissions and sales. Tom Brikowski managed the 
mechanics of the auction, Ina McBride handled artwork 
and advertising, Board members sponsored most of the 
tables. Other volunteers included Gene Verinder, Mike 
Edgemon, Arne Hagerhorst, Jolli & Rachel Khoo, Victoria 
& Mark Rachel, Anita Ogg, Ellie White, Mark Johnson, 
Autumn Toney, Alex & Robin Coulonge, Donna Lane 
and Tammy Beard. Hearty thanks to the many auction 
attendees who helped clean up afterward. 

 

 

Special Thanks for Holiday Giving! 

We partnered with God's Pantry and Human Rights 
Initiative to help them spread cheer during the holiday 
season. For God’s Pantry we delivered: 

• 160 toys 

• Over 100 canned hams 

• Cash 

We express our gratitude to Donna Lane for additional 
shopping, to Donna Lane and Deb Bliss for delivering 
our gifts to God’s Pantry. 

We also would like to thank Sandy Farlow for shopping, 
gathering, and delivering gifts as well as all who 
contributed to fulfill the wish lists for six children 
combined with grocery cards for each of the HRI 
Sponsored Families.  

Thank you for spreading joy this holiday season. 
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Our New Church Library! 

As we face more challenges to intellectual freedom, 
Community Unitarian Universalist Church stands for the 
freedom to read. Groups trying to ban books or attach 
warning labels to literature can stigmatize people and 
their lived experience. We reject these book bans, 
holding that the freedom to read is essential to 
democracy. 

On Sunday, October 27, 2024 we celebrated the Grand 
Re-Opening of our new church library. The worship 
service on that day was our annual ‘Book Sunday’ led by 
all the worship associates and included an introduction 
to our new library. A special celebratory reception 
followed worship in Founders Hall and the congregation 
visited the new library. Thanks to everyone who donated 
books, we now have over 1100 books in our inventory 
and are still growing! Books are grouped on the shelves 
by subject categories. Category keys are located in 
several places in the library. There’s even a children’s 
section, complete with a place for them to sit and read. 

 

The library’s webpage now available and can be 
found here! 

CUUC Library 

Or go to the church’s main page – the library page can 
be found under the header called Learning. This page 
offers a link to a searchable inventory in our library 
software ‘LibraryThing’, a link to email questions or 
comments or to submit a review of a book in our 
inventory. There is also a monthly book ‘Spotlight’. We 
hope you will take the time to visit our library and find 
something that interests you! 

Membership Council Annual Report 

We currently have 141 members, 3 emeritus members, 
and 35 friends. In 2024, we welcomed 19 new members.  

We celebrate the new members during worship with a 
special ceremony. We invite all new members to a 
brunch held at the Daffinee’s house to welcome them to 
CUUC.  

As new visitors come to the church and start becoming 
involved, they are asked by the Membership Committee 
to join the Becoming UU Class. The class runs in three 
one-hour sessions over three weeks. It provides an 
Orientation to our church and to Unitarian Universalism. 
This class can lead to becoming a member of 
Community UU Church - and to making new friends with 
your classmates. 

Stay tuned for more details about the next Becoming UU 
class! 
 
Celeste Kennedy 

Membership Committee Chair 
 

 

 

We express our gratitude to Ina McBride and Donna 
Lane for reorganizing our library and to everybody who 
contributed books.  

  

https://www.communityuuchurch.org/uua/learning/library/
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CUUC is part of the North Texas 
Unitarian Universalist Congregations. 
NTUUC consists of the twelve UU 
congregations in North Central and NE 
Texas. We work to support and grow our 
congregations, and to promote UUism. 
 
We offer financial support for those 
wishing to attend our programs, regional 
and national UU conferences, and other 
leadership training; we also provide 
networking opportunities for 
congregation officers to learn from and 
support their counterparts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Rev. Dr Aija Duelm (She/Her) Minister 

Minister@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Barb Salvo (She/Her) President  
President@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Pam McLain (She/Her) Director of Music  
Musicdir@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Elena Guilbeau (She/Her), Office Administrator 
Cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 
Jim Binnings (He/Him), Bookkeeper 

cuucbookkeeper@gmail.com 

 

Teresa Trejo (She/Her), Sexton 
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Facebook.com/CommunityUUChurchPlano 
Instagram.com/CommunityUUChurch 

Youtube.com/CommunityUUChurchofPlano 
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